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New Protections in Colorado Law for Victims of Domestic Abuse 
Effective June 5th, 2013 (Civil Protection Order Provisions Effective July 1, 2013)
Preventing Persons Prohibited Under Federal Domestic Violence Firearms Laws from Possessing Firearms
Existing law: 
A person who has committed domestic violence and who is restrained by a civil or criminal protection order or is convicted of a misdemeanor or felony crime, which qualify under federal domestic violence firearms laws, is prohibited from purchasing or possessing firearms or ammunition. The scope of these federal firearms prohibitions is not as broad as discretionary domestic violence firearms prohibitions under state law. This means that federal prohibitions cover most, but not all domestic abuse protection orders, and cover state misdemeanor crimes involving domestic violence that have as an element the use or attempted use of physical force, or the threatened use of a deadly weapon, as well as felony crimes involving domestic violence. Protection orders or convictions must fall within the federal definition of “intimate relationship” to qualify. See 18 U.S.C. SEC. 922(d), (g), and (n), and 18 U.S.C. SEC. 921(a)(32) & (33).*   

New state law*:

Colorado civil and criminal courts are now required to order a person restrained by a qualifying protection order or convicted of a qualifying crime involving domestic violence to:

· Refrain from possessing or purchasing any firearm or ammunition; and
· Relinquish any firearms or ammunition in the prohibited persons immediate possession or control or subject to their immediate possession or control in one of three ways:
· Store with a law enforcement agency electing to offer this public safety service to the community;

· Sell or transfer to a federally licensed firearms dealer; or 
· Sell or transfer to a private party through a federally licensed firearms dealer*.
· Under most circumstances, the prohibited person has 24 hours to relinquish their firearms (48 hours when served out of court with a protection order), but the court may grant up to 72 hours to relinquish firearms and up to 5 days to relinquish ammunition for good cause.

· The court may also order the prohibited person to relinquish their firearms or ammunition before being released from custody on bond or before being released from incarceration.
· The prohibited person is required to provide a receipt to the court within three business days demonstrating compliance with the order. Failure to file a receipt on time is either a violation of a protection order or of a court order, both of which are class 2 misdemeanors.
Supplementary Information: 

Nothing limits a prohibited person’s right under existing law to petition the court for dismissal of a civil or a mandatory criminal protection order or to seek restoration of the right to purchase or possess firearms.

For questions about the information provided in this document contact: 
Amy Miller, Public Policy Director 

303.962.0933 or 888.778.7091, Ext. 812 or amiller@ccadv.org. 
*Access state statutes at www.courts.state.co.us & Federal Firearms Laws & resources at http://www.bwjp.org/publications.aspx 
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