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Key Findings 

 Thirty percent (30%) of mothers reported their    

partners threatened to harm and 26% reported    

partners actually harmed pets. The odds of harm-

ing an animal was nearly 5 times greater if the 

partner was non-Hispanic and US-born than if the 

partner was born in Mexico. 

 Twenty six percent (26%) of children reported 

that moms’ partner hurt or tried to hurt their pets 

and 22% saw or heard their pets get hurt.       

Children exposed to animal cruelty were 3 to 5 

times more likely to experience psychological 

difficulties 

 Eleven percent (11%) of children harmed an ani-

mal themselves with a child more than twice as 

likely to harm an animal if their mom’s partner 

also did so.  

 In our study, increased physical violence towards 

the mom actually predicted less violence towards 

the pet. However, when pets were threatened 

(but not harmed), the mom experienced more 

violence.  Therefore, asking if pets have been 

threatened may be an additional question to add 

to screening procedures.  

Final Report and Reception at CAIA Conference 

The Project Connections research team will present our final 

report at this year’s Colorado Advocacy in Action Conference in 

Vail. We will also distribute the report to all agency partners and 

post the report on the CCADV website. 

Additionally, the Graduate School of Social Work will be hosting 

a celebratory reception at the CAIA Conference on June 6th, to 

mark the end of our research project and to appreciate the work 

of all Colorado advocates. We hope you will join us! 

Data Collection has been Completed! 

We did it!  With your help we successfully interviewed 

291 mothers and children at 22 domestic violence 

programs in Colorado. Before our project, the largest   

published DV and animal abuse study had only 151        

participants, with most studies having less than 50 

participants. So our research is really important. 

Additionally, we completed follow-up interviews with 

180 mothers and children 18 months after the base-

line interview, reflecting a 61.8% retention rate!  

Thanks so much to all of our partner agencies, to our 

advocates, and especially to the mothers and children 

who volunteered to share their time and tell us their 

stories. We could have never accomplished this      

research without each and every one of you.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

For questions or more information about Project Connections, please contact: 
Tina Hageman, 303-871-4177, tina.hageman@du.edu or Amy Pohl, 303-962-0936, apohl@ccadv.org 


