
 A Dual Crisis: Victim Funding Slashed While Gun Violence Higher Than Ever  

 COLORADO SUPPORTS CRIME VICTIM SERVICES

 We’ve reached a crisis 
point. This devastating VOCA 

cut will shutter programs 
across the state, leaving 

domestic and sexual violence 
survivors and other victims 

of crime without a safety net 
just as gun violence rates 

skyrocket. 

The federal Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding stream has been cut in half since 2018, 
limiting victims’ access to support and leaving victim service providers working beyond 
their means while the needs of victims have grown. Colorado expects a further decrease 
of at least 40-50% in VOCA awards for the 2025 funding cycle with future allocations 
expected to remain low. VOCA is the largest source of funding for Colorado’s victim 
services infrastructure, supporting more than 200 organizations, serving thousands of 
victims across the state, and comprising the majority of community-based programs’ 
budgets.
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Meanwhile, gun violence in our communities continues to rise. Domestic violence (DV), sexual violence, and stalking 
cases have become more fatal; women are 5x more likely to be killed by an intimate partner when a gun is available. In 
Colorado, deaths due to DV are at a record high with the vast majority (86%) by firearms.

Any remaining money will be tranferred to the victim services fund for crime victim services grants

 The Proposed Solution: HB24-1349 Firearms and Ammunition Excise Tax

If approved by Colorado voters, a new excise tax of 9% on the gross taxable retail 
sales of firearm dealers, manufacturers and ammunition vendors for all firearms, 
firearm precursor parts, and ammunition sold in the state would go directly to 
fund victim support services and crime prevention as follows: 

For more information contact: Katie Wolf, Katie@HowesWolf.com  - Landon Gates, Landon@CapitolFocus.com

for Crime Victim 
Services grants

$35 million
For Mental Health Services 

for at risk youth

$10 million
School safety

$10 million

Crime Victim and Survivor 
Services Funding Security Act

Colorado cannot 
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fall through the 
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This tax will create consistent and reliable funding to sustain the services victims depend on, including 
on-site crisis response, emergency shelter, emergency financial assistance, counseling, legal advocacy, 

housing assistance, case management, and more. 
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